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The experimental study of the cyclic behavior of a new T-shaped bending
connection of steel beam to steel column filled with concrete (CFT)

H.M. Garfamy, O. Rezayfar

Abstract

T-shaped elements are widely used in many beam-column connections due to the abundant advantages, such as ease of
implementation, economic efficiency, and appropriate ductility. The through bolts were utilized to connect the Tee profile to
the column flange. However, the direct transfer of stresses to the body of the column decreases the performance of bolts
under the cyclic loads. Therefore, in an innovative effort, the external diaphragm of the column with the through bolt was
used to evaluate the combine effect of them on the connection performance. Based on the validated models in ABAQUS
software, two samples were designed and assembled with and without the external diaphragm and the performance of them
was evaluated in the laboratory. The results indicated that the overall performance of both connections were quite well and
they passed the acceptance criteria according to AISC and FEMA codes and can be used in the special moment resisting
frames as fully restraint connections. Both experimental specimens achieved a relative rotation of 0.06 radians without
strength degradation. The final failure in the specimen without the external diaphragm occurred in the first cycle of the 0.07
relative rotations with the separation of the nut from the through bolts, while this issue in the specimen with an external
diaphragm is ductile and deformable in the flange and the web of beam.

Keywords
Beam-to-column flexural connection, CFT composite column, T-shaped connection, Through bolt, External diaphragm
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1 Shop drawings

2 Ultrasonic test

3 Self-compacting concrete

4 T-Stub with through bolts

5 T-Stub with through bolts & outer diaphragm
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